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THE CANTERBURY TALES’ CHARACTERS 

CHARACTER’S NAME OCCUPATION DUTIES PERSONALITY APPEARANCE 

The Knight A soldier He fights for 
Christianity during 
the Crusade 

Loyal, brave, 
respectful, 
honourable, humble, 
truthful 

Dressed Plainly, rust 
stains on his tunic 

The Squire A young man who 
works for a knight 

He fights for 
Christianity 

Devoted to love, 
cultured and lover of 
writing and art 

Perfect curly hairs 
with clothes 
embroidered in red 
and white. 

The Nun A nun He must be a 
member of a female 
religious community 

Dainty, king and 
well-mannered 

Her clothes were 
well made and she 
wore a coral rosary 
on her arm  

The Monk A monk He must be a 
member of a male 
religious community 

He believes to the 
rule of St. Benedict, 
he was old and 
austere 

Elegant fat lord, the 
perfect blad prelate. 

The friar A mendicant of a 
religion community 

He should help the 
poor people 

Corrupted He has clothes of 
quality 



The Franklin A free man He is a freeman He is a very 
gentleman always 
ready to welcome 
you in his table 

He has a white 
beard and a bright 
face 

The clerk A man who studied 
theology and 
philosophy 

He studies theology seeker of a profound 
culture 

His coat was old   

The pardoner A pardoner He gives papal 
indulgences 

He is a fraud and 
saves profit for 
himself. 

Yellow hair down 
the shoulders. The 
voice is as a small as 
a goat’s. 

The wife of bath A skilled clothmaker // genetically 
predisposed to 
betrayal, and with a 
very easy laugh 

She wears an 
enormous hat, a 
short riding skirt and 
a pair of sharp spurs. 

The summoner A member of the 
church 

He takes people to 
the ecclesiastical 
court 

Generous villain Bright red face 
covered with 
pimples,  

The physician A doctor He tries to save the 
life of the people 

He is not superficial 
infact he is very 
precise and cultured 

He is dressed in red 
and blue, his coat 
lined with skill  

The sergeant of law  A lawyer He defends the 
innocent 

discreet and wise He wears a coloured 
coat with a belt of 
silk 

The Yeoman A servant of the king He looks at the 
Knight’s forests 

Unhappy He dressed a green 
coat and he has 
short hair on a 
brown face 

The merchant  A merchant He earns money very adept at 
manipulating others 
to do business, is 
materialistic and 
cares about looking 
good in the eyes of 
others 

He has the beard 
and coloured 
clothes, a hat from 
Belgium and boots 
with expensive clips. 

 


